Trip 4 — Episode #2: Visiting the Home of Tom and Huck

After leaving Lincoln’s hometown of Springfield, Illinois, we realized there was another
iconic hometown just a couple of hours away. And we couldn’t resist.

So, we pointed Charles west, admiring some of the homes, buildings and fall colours
along the way.







And then, we were offered a rainy welcome to Missouri.

Of course, if we were in Missouri, we couldn’t be far from the mighty Mississippi. And
we found a lovely spot to enjoy the view while we ate our lunch.




We've seen a lot of towns acknowledge a local hero, but I don’t think we’ve ever visited
a place that was so devoted to its most famous citizen. From the moment you enter
Hannibal, Missouri, it's Mark Twain wherever you look.
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TOM SAWYERS FENCE.
HERE ST0OD THE BoARD |
FENCE WHICH TOM SAWYER
PERSUADED HIS GANG TO
PAY HIM FOR THE PRIVILEGE
OF WHITEWASHING. TOM
SAT BY AND SAW THATIT
| WAS WELL DONE
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A lot of it is in fun, but
when you actually go
into the homes that
have been converted
into museums
dedicated to Mark
Twain (Samuel
Clemens), you find
rooms and rooms full
of meticulous detail
about his life and
works.




moved the whole plant into the
house we lived in, and it
cramped the dwellingplace
cruelly....The paper was
a dead failure.”

__ Autobiography

IN 1847, JOHN CLEMENS DIED
49. HIS SON SAM.WAS 11 1T,
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It's difficult to read the text
in this display, but it
essentially says that, as a
child, Twain grew up in a
world where slavery was
accepted as the norm. But
when he had the
opportunity to play and get
to know Negro kids, and
listen to stories told by a
man named Uncle Dan’], he
felt differently. Uncle Dan’l
is believed to be the
inspiration for the character
of Jim in Huck Finn.

ain’t no matter. That

. by Mr. Mark Twain,
truth, mainly.
which he stretched,
told the truth.



Along with these recreations of the home and his times, there were opportunities to
listen and enjoy Twain’s stories.
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GIN OF “MARK TWAIN”

b8 :

river pilots did not have
navigational aids. When entering
\water, a man was sent to the front
e boat with a lead weight tied to @
se. He tossed the weight out in front
nd,’lot it sink to measure how deep the

was.

. es of knots were tied in the rope at
measured distances. A mark is the same
fathom on the ocean, six feet. Twain
ns two. The knot at “mark twain” thus

eant twelve feet.

or the river boats, twelve feet was safe

ter. Years -after leaving the river,

o‘%\:‘ remembered this river

be interpreted as “safe

r ahead” and adopted the nom de
me of “Mark Twain.” -




There’s a great exhibit of the artwork done by Norman Rockwell for Huck Finn, along
with quotes from him about how honoured he felt to do this work, and how dedicated
he was to capturing the characters and the events the way Twain wrote them.
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In another Hannibal
home, they tell some
of the stories of
Twain’s life as a
child, and the young
friends who inspired
his characters. This
whole exhibit is
aimed at young
visitors, and
encourages them to
imagine what life
was like in those
days, including
whether or not you
would survive to
adulthood.
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;% i My school days began when I was '5%3 I
r four years and a half old. . . . There were
by 78 no public schools in Missouri in those s
early days, but there were two private
schools in Hannibal — terms twenty-five
cents per week per pupil, and collect it
if you can. . .. I was sent to Mrs. Horr’s
school, and I remember my first day
in that litcle log house with perfect
clearness, after these sixty ~five years
1 and upwards; at least I ber an
le of that first day. I broke one of the rules, and was warned not to do it again,
dgziggld that the penalty for a second breach was a whipping. I presently broke
e rule again, and Mrs. Horr told me to go out and find a switch and fetch it. I was
d sl ted me, for I believed I could select a switch suitable for the occasion
ess than anybody else. In the mud I found a cooper’s shaving of
-oak, two inches broad, a quarter of an inchthidc,a.ndﬁsingh
I carried it to Mrs. Horr, presented it, and stood before
d resignation which seemed to me to win favor and







As we walked through town, we saw evidence that there were other interesting aspects
of life in town, and natives of Hannibal who had also made their mark.
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:  Earl Gideon, bornin
H:m'afa?.c:i?m 1910, was accy,sedjy
i L of theft in Florida in 1961. {orcedét?
.ﬁfmﬁiﬁw o R % | defend hhtsell.r_he,.yvas !o;n”gggll '_;y,
.“m‘::m:mt* ¥ p t ’ . . W .; nhisschng}rga;l' |n"vllg§ (wnme :

Jacob Peter "Eagle Eye” Beckley
was born in Hannibal in 1867. He
- played professional baseball from |
y  1888101907. To this day, Beckley &
 holds the MLB record for put outs |
with 23,743 and ranks fourth with
B 24'4 triples. Eagle Eye playedfor %
;l_me :(ew York Giants, Pittsburgh
rates, and Cincinnati Reds. He

But none like Mark Twain. We were so glad we had the chance to stop in Hannibal and
discover more about this remarkable, witty, principled man.



