Trip 2 — Episode #57: Tallulah Falls

After we left Savannah, we had a lot of ground to cover in not a lot of time. We had 11
days to get back to Canada, and we had committed to stopping to visit friends and
family along the way, in Atlanta, Baltimore, Morris Plains NJ, East Hampton NY, West
Haven CT and Boston.

On our way to Atlanta, we stopped in a pretty little campground in Metter, Georgia. It
had a large pond (or a small lake) and lots of trees, and like so many of the
campgrounds we stayed in, it catered to families.







We visited our friend Dennis Adams (aka St. Denis) in Atlanta and had such a good
time talking and imbibing long into the night, we foolishly forgot to take a photo!

Dennis suggested we check out Tallulah Falls on our way north of Atlanta, and having
known and travelled with Dennis for nearly 30 years, I knew enough to listen to his
advice.
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For those old enough to wonder whether Tallulah Bankhead is related in any way to the
falls, she is. Bankhead was named after her grandmother, who was named after the
falls.



The falls are in the Tallulah Gorge, an impressive chasm with a lovely path to the falls.
There were really well designed outlooks that artfully incorporated the landscape and
allowed us to get great views of the falls.




This was something we’d never seen before. Seems like a great idea and it was a very
comfortable walking surface.
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This walking surface
system is manufactured from
recycled Tire Rubber and is

equivalent to removing 600
tires from the waste system.
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We decided to heed this warning.

TO WALK TO THE SUSPENSION BRIDG

E WILL REQUIRE 620 STEPS
ON THIS STAIR CASE.

TO WALK TO THE BASE OF HURRICANE FALLS
WILL REQUIRE 1062 STEPS,
THOSE WITH PHYSICAL LIMITATIONS SHOULD NOT ATTEMPT THIS HIKE.

PERMITS ARE REQUIRED TO ACCESS THE GORGE FLOOR AT THE BASE OF
HURRICANE FALLS,

SWIMMING IS PROHIBITED IN THE HURRICANE
FALLS AREA. CLIMBING OVER HANDRAILS IS PROHIBITED.

ALL LAWS & REGULATIONS
ARE STRICTLY ENFJRCED. OCGA 12-3-10
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And discovered the answer on the little sign below.



Karl
walk

ropé walker,

n 1970, Tight
\Wallenda, used
cross the gorge-
overlook to'th
m. During his

WO headstands.

STATE PARKS
}:‘HRVOK\L SITES

this tower
He walked from
e \‘,OWer on the

a
this
South Ri

Oceana Falls below,
Bridal Veil Falls at the far
end of the gorge.
Tightrope walker Karl
Wallenda walked from
this overlook to his tower
on the south rim in 1970.
Another aerialist,
Professor Leon, made a
similar walk from the north
to south rim in 1886.

Gorge depth 700 feet.




This is the gorge over which they walked (and Wallenda did two headstands! Yikes!).




And speaking of yikes, we also spotted this fascinating creature. I'm including some
video below because seeing it move is just extraordinary.
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So Tallulah Falls was well worth the detour. Thanks St. Denis!



