Kate & Jim’s Travels with Charles
Episode #6: Powell River — The Least Laid Plans

Our commitment to nof planning continued with our journey to Powell River. We had
assumed that after Salt Spring Island, we might visit another island or two and then
cross back to the mainland. But during our stay on Salt Spring Island, we asked our
hosts, the Logans, what suggestions they might have for places we should visit. They
told us about the ferry that goes to Powell River, which is at the northern end of the
Sunshine Coast. Then, they suggested, we could drive down the Sunshine Coast.
Neither of us had done that before, so suddenly that was our plan!

We had only heard of
Powell River once —
when we found out that
our friend Tom Carson
was from there. Tom is
the amazing Executive
Director of Smile
Theatre, one of our most
beloved organizations,
delivering music and
musical theatre to
seniors in nursing
homes, hospitals and
seniors’ residences. That
seemed like a good
enough reason to go to
his hometown. So, we
took the ferry from Salt
Spring Island to
Vancouver Island,
drove up to Comox and
onto the Little River
ferry. Ninety minutes
later we were in Powell
River.




This is a gem of a town. Very pretty, with all its mountainous terrain overlooking the
ocean.
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They have, we found out, a very active cultural life, with a great, cohesive community.
It also boasts a very attractive climate. In the winter it rarely goes below freezing
(usually hovering around 6 or 7 during the worst of winter) and it lives up to its status
as a member of the Sunshine Coast region.

We found a great campsite beside Willingdon Beach, a public park, right on the water —
with an amphitheatre yet! - and all available to everyone.




The campground was beautiful, with each site surrounded by giant trees, and ours

looked out, through the trees, to the ocean.




And once again, the sunset cooperated.




So, the nomadic life continues to work for us. Although there are some usual rules you
run into in some of these places.

And we did have
some unusual
drop-in guests. We
were apparently
there in the height
of inchworm
season, and they
kept dropping out
of the trees and
crawling around
in their comical
(and musical) way,
measuring our
campsite for us.




We also discovered that Tom Carson’s brother and sister-in-law live in Powell River.
We called them to say hello, and they immediately became our hosts and tour guides.

Roy and Shelly Carson couldn’t have been nicer hosts. They drove us around town and
gave us some of the history. Powell River was western Canada’s first pulp and paper
mill, and as Roy explained, the company, from its inception was very focussed on
building and maintaining a strong community. They built good housing, and a large
community centre and promoted cultural and community events. And that community
spirit lives on today.

They drove us up to this promontory over the plant, where there’s an impressive
breakwater made of sunken concrete ships that were built for the First and Second
World Wars.




Here’s more information about where the ships came from, for people like my brother

Ted who will really want to know this.
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Milestones in the History of the Powell River Floating Breakwater
1912 Mill begins production. Boomsticks, Davis rafts, scows and barges are moored in
front of the log pond to provide temporary protection.
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Rock breakwater is built

The hulk of the USS Charleston arrives at Powell River.

USS Huron becomes the second breakwater hulk

The former log barge Blatchford is anchored south of the government wharf
Blatchford sinks in the log pond

Charleston and Huron are moved further out into the strait, beginning the first
configuration of the breakwater. Malahat is brought to Powell River,

Island Carrier is anchored to the north of the Huron.

Malahat is scuttled outside the log pond.
Albertolite is added to the breakwater,
Malaspina joins the breakwater.

The hips John S
Armand Considere increase the size of the breakwater to nine ships.
Malaspina sinks. L

The concrete steamship Thaddeus Merriman joins the fleet.

Malaspina is refloated * fate unk

Island Carrier is exchanged for the hulk of HMCS Coaticook.

The former frigate takes 's place in the break '
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Hulk - a) a heavy clumsy ship b) the body of an old ship unfit for service ¢) an abandoned wreck or shell
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In 1930 the Powell River Company Limited took possession of the first of 19 ships® hulks to be used as a floating breakwater for the log pond
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Using decommissioned ships hulls as breakwaters was not a new idea, or even very unusual ~ it had been done in many places along the
and around the world, However, in most cases ship breakwaters were created by sinking vessels in relatively shallow water, their upper hulls and
superstructures remaining above the surface to break the waves. In Powell River the water is 100 deep to allow this, and the breakwater was kept afloat and

p In fact the ships of the Powell River mill's Breakwater Fleet form what many believe to be the largest floating breakwater in the world. This group of 10 concrete
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1956 The Powell River Company buys the concrete ships PM. Anderson and Quartz
and used them at the Teakerme Arm booming ground

1960

1961

1961

Albertolite is removed from the breakwater and cut up into scrap
Huron sinks in place.
The second major reconfiguration of the breakwater begins. Charleston is moved to

led near Victona

Kelsey Bay. Coaticook is removed and scu
PM

YOGN 82 and Peralta join the breakwater

1961 Anderson and Quartz are moved from Teakeme Arm to the mill
1961
1966
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T'he third configuration takes place when the concrete hulks a
the strait. The concrete hulk Emile N. Vidal joins the fleet

1966 Cardena, the last steel hulk, is moved to Kelsey Bay
2001
2002

The use of raw logs at the Powell River mill ends,
The break is reconfigured to protect the barge moorage and offloading areas and the
foreshore between the rock breakwater and the mill

FACTS

Ship lengths vary from 335 t0 420 feet,

Giross tonnages once were 4,800 to 6,000 tones.

The ships are anchored with 14 to 16 tonne concrete anchors. 8 to 10 per ship.

Anchor chains weigh 55 pounds per foot.

Iks are ballasted with water which put lhem’dvcp in the water for greater stability,




One of the other great things about Powell River is its access to all kinds of natural
wonders within minutes from town. Roy and Shelly are very active and adventurous
and take advantage of all that the area offers. They drove us to Inland Lake and we
went for a nice (i.e. easy) hike around the lake, until we found a perfect picnicking spot.
And they had a whole picnic spread for us packed up in their backpacks!




Roy bravely took the plunge into the lake. Others of us were only willing to dip our feet
into the refreshing water.




The whole walk was
beautfiul and
invigorating — and
something we’d never
had known about if it
weren’t for Roy and
Shelly.



But that wasn’t the end of their hospitality. The evening ended with us going back to
their comfortable home, where they ordered dinner and we enjoyed a lovely evening on
their terrace.
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When Shelly found out I'd never paddleboarded, she was determined to get me out on
her paddleboard, which would have meant carrying it down to the beach from their
home, and then back up the hill to their home afterward. Sadly, or fortunately, they
plied us with too much alcoholic hospitality for paddleboarding to be an option.

We were delighted to be the recipients of such generosity.

If you're ever going to the Sunshine Coast, we highly recommend Powell River. And
perhaps you’ll be lucky enough to run into our lovely hosts Roy and Shelly.

If we had planned all this, it couldn’t have gone better.



